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DRAFT MINUTES

Meeting:	Meeting of the Board of the Stockport Town Centre West Mayoral Development Corporation

Date:		21st January 2022

Time:		10.30pm – 12.00pm

Place:		Conference Rooms, 1st Floor Fred Perry House, Stockport, SK1 3XE



Present:

Board Members
Lord Kerslake (Chair)
Councillor Elise Wilson (Leader of Stockport Council and Labour Group Leader)
Councillor Mark Hunter (Liberal Democrat Group Leader - Stockport Council)
Councillor Mike Hurleston (Conservative Group Leader - Stockport Council)
Caroline Simpson (Chief Executive - Stockport Council)
Simon Nokes (Executive Director of Strategy & Policy - Greater Manchester Combined Authority)
Dr Louise Brooke-Smith, OBE (Private Sector Board Member)
Simon Marshall (Private Sector Board Member)
Debbie Francis (Private Sector Board Member)

Observer
Councillor Anna Charles-Jones (Independent Ratepayers Group Leader - Stockport Council)

Officers of the Corporation
Paul Richards (Chief Executive)
Michael Cullen (Chief Finance Officer)

Officers of Stockport Council
Andreas Petrou (Commercial Property Solicitor)

Guests
Simon Bedford (Partner at Deloitte)
Paul Featherstone (Director of Estates – Stockport NHS Foundation Trust)


1. Welcome and Chair’s Opening Remarks

1.1 The Chair welcomed those present to the board meeting of Stockport Town Centre West Mayoral Development Corporation (MDC).

1.2 The Chair congratulated Caroline Simpson on her appointment as Chief Executive of Stockport Council. 

1.3 It was noted that the appointment of the Chair to the MDC Board and the appointment of any members to the MDC Board are both functions reserved to the GM Mayor (in the case of the appointment of the Chair, in consultation with the Leader of Stockport Council).

1.4 The Chair reported that the GM Mayor Andy Burnham had:

1.4.1 Extended the appointment of Lord Kerslake as Chair of the MDC for a further three years; and 

1.4.2 Appointed Caroline Simpson as a Member of the MDC Board.  

2. Apologies for Absence

2.1 Apologies for absence were received from:

2.1.1 the Corporation Solicitor (though it was noted that Andreas Petrou who works alongside the Corporation Solicitor was attending in her absence); and

2.1.2 Mike Palin who could not attend in person but was attending remotely via video conference. 

3. Declarations of Interest
3.1 Paul Richards and Caroline Simpson each declared their directorships of Stockport Hotel Management Company Limited, Stockport Exchange Phase 2 Limited and Stockport Exchange Phase 3 Limited.  The companies each have an interest at Stockport Exchange which lies within the MDC boundary.  No further action required to be taken.

3.2 Anna Charles-Jones declared that she was a member of the Council’s planning regulations committee which may be required to consider future development proposals to be discussed at the meeting. It was noted that as an observer there was no conflict and no further action was required to be taken.  

4. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 16th November 2021
4.1 The Chair noted that the meeting of 16th November 2021 had been inquorate due to non-attendance of representatives from both Homes England and the GMCA.  That meeting had therefore been an informal meeting of the Board, notes of which had been circulated to the Board Members.  The notes of the meeting were approved by the Board.

4.2 The Chair noted that an update to the constitution of the MDC may be presented for approval in the future to offer greater flexibility in satisfying quorum.

4.3 The minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2021 were approved as a correct record and the Chair was authorised to sign them. 

5. New Hospitals Programme Bid (Confidential)

5.1 The Board is recommended to agree to exclude the public and press from the meeting, in accordance with Part 1, paragraph 3 Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended), in order to consider items 5, 6 and 7 of the agenda.

5.2 The Board agreed that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for consideration of items 5, 6 and 7 of the agenda in accordance with paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended), in that such items would be likely to involve the disclosure of information relating to the business affairs of the MDC.

5.3 Minutes contained in confidential appendix. 

6. Refreshing the Strategic Business Plan (Confidential)
Minutes contained in confidential appendix. 

7. Update Report on Delivering the 2021-2026 Business Plan (Confidential)

Minutes contained in confidential appendix. 

8. Any Other Business

8.1 The Chair enquired about informal market testing of the 8 acre site. The Chief Executive noted this was ongoing, that initial signs were positive and that he hoped to provide an update at the next Board meeting.

8.2 The Chair also enquired about electric charging infrastructure. The Chief Executive confirmed that there was ongoing work on this and discussions with partners, with intentions to include this in the action plan in the future.  

9. Close of Meeting 
The meeting ended at 12.00pm.
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